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Ц QUIT BREATHING, I DIDN'T SUCK ANOTHER BREATH UNTIL. 
НЕ SHIP WAS OUT ON THE FIELD, DRAGGED THERE BY СНЦ6- 
GING TRACTORS, AND FOLLOWED BY A LOT OF LITTLE BUG- 

LIKE MECHANICS IN ASBESTOS SUITS AND FIREPROOF 
VISORS, EVERY LINE WAS LIKE PERFECT STEEL MUSCLES 
SLEEPING THERE, READY TO WAKE UP WITH A ROAR, JUMP. 
UP AND HIT ITS SILLY HEAD AGAINST THE MILKY WAY 'S 
CEILING, AND MAKE THE STARS FALL DOWN LIKE FRIGHT- 
ENED CONFETTI. YOU FELT IT COULD DO THAT, KICK THE 


UNIVERSE RIGHT IN THE BELLY AND TELL IT TO GET OUT 
OF THE WAY. 











E WERE JUST A LOT OF KIDS. WITH CUT FINGERS, LUMPY HEADS AND WHINING TENOR VOICES. WE LIKED OUR 
GAME ОҒ MIBS AS WELL AS THE NEXT RUMPLE -HAIR; BUT WE LIKED THE ROCKETS MORE! 


w^. Grey Spares 0 


IT WAS SOMETHING TO '6000 LORD' ABOUT, IT WAS А 
HUNDRED YEARS OF DREAMING ALL. SORTED OUT AND 
CHOSEN AND PUT TOGETHER TO MAKE THE HARDEST, 
PRETTIEST, SWIFTEST DREAM OF ALL.IT GOT ME INTHE 
STOMACH, TOO...IT GOT A STEEL GRIP THERE THAT 
MADE ME SICK WITH LONGING AND ENVY. АМО WHEN 
THE PILOTS STROLLED ONTO THE FIELD, MY FEET 
WALKED WITH THEM... 





GOSH. WHAT I WOULDN' 
GIVE TO GO WITH THEM. WHAT 
I WOULDN'T GIVE. 


AND THEN THE PRELIMINARIES GOT OVER WITH. THE 
FUEL WAS IN THE ROCKET AND THE MEN RAN AWAY: 


FROM IT ON THE GROUND LIKE ANTS RUNNING LICKETY 
FROM A METAL 600... 
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++ АМО THE DREAM WOKE UP AND |... Ано ‹ BIT MY LIPS. I WAS SO DARNED 
GAVE A YELL AND JUMPED INTO г Т YOUNG, AND YOU CANNOT APPLY FOR 
THE S i | | SPACE woRk.vou HAVE ТО BE 
CHOSEN...CHOSEW... 
C'MON! LET'S 
п R 60 TO THE TELE- 
L..I WANT TO GROW UP QUICK. sHow Now! 
I WANT TO GROW UP QUICK SO I 
CAN TAKE THAT ROCKET. 


BECAUSE OF IT, I FLUNKED MY SEMANTICS TEST ОМ MON- 
DAY, BUT I DIDN'T CARE. IT GOT SO BAD, I HAD TO USE 
SLEEP- MASSAGE MECHS EVERY NIGHT TO GET MY EYELIDS 
SEALED. THEN,MY TEACHER SPOKE TO ME... 
LOOK HERE, CHRISTOPHER. IF 7//5 
KEEPS UP, I'LL HAVE YOU RECLASS/- 
FIED АТ THE NEXT PSYCH- BOARD 





WHAT SORT OF BLOCKING V IT's CONSCIOUS, SIR; | 

HAVE YOU GOT? IT MUST ВЕ | BUT IT'S MOT S/MPLE. 

AVERY S/MPLE ONE AND IT'S MULT/ ~TENTAC~ 

ОА š ç Ж 

А а rata Ея INTERFERE WITH YOUR SCHOLASTIC RECORD, 
YOUNG MAN. HMMM! YOU AVOM CHRISTOPHER, 
YOU'RE K/W8-OF-THE-H/LL HERE; YOU'RE 
HEAD OF THE CLASS. WE'LL HAVE TO SEE 

ABOUT THIS... 
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ng | 
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RALPH PRIORY AND I SLID HOME 
FROM FORMULA- SCHOOL TOGETHER 
THAT AFTERNOON. I TOLD HIM WHAT 
HAD HAPPENE! 


I TRIED ТО GET BACK TO 
WORK, BUT I COULDN'T. 
DURING THE REST OF THE 
DAY, THE TEACHER KEPT 
LOOKING AT ME AND 
LOOKING AT MY RECORD 
AND CHEWING HIS LIP. THEN 
НЕ MADE AN 4U2/O-CALL... 


А WORD. BUT 


1 COULDN'T HEAR 


WHEN HE SET THE 
AUDIO ІМ ITS CRADLE, | SENT AWAY, 
HE STARED AT ME 

WITH THE FUNNIEST 
LOOK IN HIS EYES. 


YOU. YOU 
DON'T THINK 
YOU'LL BE 


MAYBE І WEED А 
6000 MENTAL GOING 
OVER, RALPH. I 
CAN'T GO OW 
FLUBBING MY 
STUDIES THIS 


WE'LL STICK 
IT TOGETHER, 
CHRIS. DARN 
THEM, THEY 
CAN'T TAKE YOU 
AWAY NOW. WE'RE 


DO YOU, 
CHRIS? THAT 
WOULD BE 

PLAIN D/ATY! 





THE STARS AREN'T OUT IN Y 
THE DAYT/ME, BUT WE CAN 
SEE 'EM,CAW'7 WE, CHRIS? 


SELECTS. YOU САМ? | 
APPLY. YOU WA/TS 


WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH 
YOUR EVES, CHRIS? 


AW...I LOOKED AT 
THE SUN TOO LONG. 
COME ON INSIDE, RALPH, 


SW 





WHEN YOU SEE А MOOW ROCKET, UNTIL ALL 
THE YEARS GO BY... AND EVERY MONTH 
THAT PASSES, YOU HOPE THAT OWE MORNING 

ABLUE PATROL GLIDER WILL COME DOWN OUT 

OF THE SKY, LANDING ON YOUR LAWN, AND THAT 
А NEAT LOOKING ENGINEER WILL EASE OUT, 

WALK UP THE RAMPWAY BRISKLY, AND TOUCH 
THE BELL... 





YOU KEEP WA/T/NG FOR THAT 

PATROL GLIDER UNTIL YOU'RE I 

TWENTY-ONE, AND THEN ON DISAPPOINTMENT, CHRIS. 

THE LAST DAY OF YOUR TWENTIETH I'm FOURTEEN, JUST 

YEAR, YOU GET GOOD AND DRUNK LIKE YOU, BUT IF I 

AND LAUGH А LOT AND SAY WHAT REACH MY TWENTY- 

THE HECK, YOU DIDN'T CARE FIRST YEAR WITHOUT 
ABOUT IT ANYWAY. yu ANYONE OF THE PATROL 

IDNA [TOUCHING THE BELL AT 


M Ж 
ale THE ORTHO-STATION, 


IWELL...WE'LL GET 
6000 AND DRUNK 
TOGETHER AND THEN 
60 OUT AND TAKE 
JOBS LOADING CARGO... 








YOU CAN STAY HERE GEE, THANKS! I'LL 
WITH US TONIGHT, ү GO AUDIO IN AND 


PRI 


ORY. WE WANT TELL THEM... 


YOU. DON'T WE, CHRIS? 





Г 
ои LOOK /ZZ, RALPH. 


Y 
Dx WHAT'S WRONG? 


WHEN RALPH WAS GONE, MOTHER LOOKED AT МЕ INTENTLY, 


JUST LOOKED AT ME. SHE TOOK MY HAN! 


AND САМЕ AND SAT DOWN NEXT TO ME. SHE BRUSHED MY | [HER TWO WARM ONES... 


HAIR WITH A NICE LITTLE MOVE OF HER FINGERS, THEN 
SHE SAID... 
SOMETHING'S HAPPENED, CHRIS {SOMETHING'S 
UP SOMEWHERE .I HAD TWO AUD/O CALLS АТ 
WORK TODAY.ONE FROM YOUR TEACHER. ONE 
FROM...I САМ'7 SAY, І DON'T KNOW. І DON'T 
WANT TO SAY UNTIL THINGS HAPPEN .. 





NEVER SAW THE STARS... 


YOURE SO YOUNG, CHRIS, 50 AWFULLY 
YOUNG, YOU NEVER A NEW YOUR FATHER. 
I WISH YOU HAD, YOU KNOW WHAT НЕ 
WAS, CHRIS. HE WORKED IN A CHEM 
LAB, DEEP UNDERGROUND. HE 





ШЕНІ h 


[MY HEART YELLED IN MY CHEST. YELLED LOUD 





I WOKE THE NEXT MORNING, 
PRIORY WAS GONE. THERE WAS A 
NOTE PINNED ON THE SLIDING DOOR, 
IT SAID... 


PRIORY RUNNING ERRANDS. A CALL 
IN THE EARLY MORNING FOR MOM. 

STRANGE. SUDDENLY I HEARD THE 
KIDS DOWN BELOW ON THE LAWN- 


M Y MOTHER'S VOICE. IT WAS QUIET 
AND IT HAD SOMETHING FUNNY IN IT. 
SHE WAS STANDING IN THE DOORWAY 


‘SEE YOU AT FORMULA CLASS. SSRN 
YOUR MOM WANTED ME TO DO SOME 
WORK FOR HER. SHE GOT A CALL 
THIS MORNING, AND SAID SHE 


NEEDED ME TO HELP. SEE YOU. 


HEY HEY, ВЕ 
CHRIS! YOU'RE ) RIGHT. 


BEHIND ME, HER FACE PALE ,DRAWN, 
FULL OF SOME SMALL PAI 


NO,CHRIS. TELL THEM TO GO 
ON TO FORMULA W/7HOUT 


EN 





SORRY, GANG. G0 ON WITHOUT 
ME. I CAN'T 60 TO FORMULA 
TODAY. SEE YOU LATER, HUH? 


[BEFORE I COULD SAY ANYTHING ELSE, THERE WAS А 
[SOUND IN THE AIR. IT CUT THROUGH THE VERY SOUND- 
PROOFED WALL OF THE HOUSE. ІТ CAME CLOSER. IT 
LOWERED ITS PITCH AND CAME DOWN. I SWALLOWED. 
ALL THE FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY AND DOUBT WENT 
AWAY. .. INSTANTLY... 





WHY AM I STAYING HOME 
FROM FORMULA, MOM? WHY 
DID YOU SEND RALPH AWAY? 


CHRIS, PLEASE 
DON'T ASK.PLEASE 
DON'T... 


I HEARD FOOTSTEPS COMING UP THE RAMP BELOW. FOOT- 
ISTEPS THAT I HAD WAITED FOR A LONG TIME. FOOT- 
STEPS I HAD BEEN AFRAID WOULD NEVER COME. SOME- 
BODY TOUCHED THE BELL. AND I KNEW WHO IT WAS. 





Не Соокер AS IF HE HAD BEEN BORN. NO ONE EXCEPT THOSE WHO KNOW WE SELECT 
IT FITTED LIKE A SECOND LAYER ОҒ SKIN. AS EC NOW. YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR ABOUT TWO THOU- 
ORM COULD UT TEACHER. YOU WANT TO ASK WHY, | | SAND YOUNG MEN 

4 4 DON'T YOU? WHY YOU CAN'T TELL EACH YEAR FROM 


IT TO YOUR FRIENDS, BUT YOU'RE EARTH'S BILLIONS. | 


.. AND DON'T FORGET, MR. CHRISTOPHER, AFRAID TO ASK. I'LL EXPLAIN... OUT OF THAT 
w 2 NUMBER, ONLY 


NOBODY 15 TO KNOW YOU HAVE BEEN 
HALF WIND UP. 
AS SOLAR 
ENGINEERS. THE 
REST MUST 
RETURN TO 
SOCIETY. 


YES, AND THERE'S ANOTHER IF YOU'RE IN IT FOR SIR. A QUESTION 

PERSONAL CONCEIT... PLEASE. I HAVE A 
YOU'RE DAMNED, IF FRIEND NAMED RALP 
YOU'RE IN IT BECAUSE Û PRIORY. HE'S FROM 


THEY'VE FLUNKED OUT, BUT 
THERE'S NO REASON FOR EVERY] | REASON, HALF THE FUN OF 
ONE TO KNOW. THEY USUALLY BEING A KID IS BEING ABLE TO 
FLUNK OUT, IF THEY'RE GOING LORD IT OVER OTHER KIDS, BY 
TO, IN THE FIRST YEAR. AND BEING SUPERIOR IN SOME WAY. YOU CAN'T HELP IT,AND | AN ORTHO-STATION 
IT'S TOUGH TO FACE FRIENDS WE TAKE THAT FUN AWAY.THEN | | YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT... 

AND SAY YOU COULDN'T МАКЕ | |we'LL KNOW IF YOU WANTED TO YOU'RE BLESSED. 

THE GRADE IN THE BIGGEST GO INTO THE PATROL FOR MERELY 

JOB OF THE UNIVERSE. SO 

WE MAKE IT EASY TO GO BACK. 


SATURDAY MORNING, THEN, AT NINE, MR. 
I CAN'T TELL YOU IF HE'S ON OUR ҮР YOU WOULD... | | CHRISTOPHER, NO TALK. REPORT. AT THE 
LISTS,OR NOT, CHRISTOPHER. HE'S YOUR | PLEASE.THANK | | ROCKET PORT TO ME. 6000 MORNING... 
BUDDY, ISN'T HE? AND YOU WANT HIM YOU... 
ALONG? I CAN'T TELL YOU.TLL LOOK 
INTO HIS RECORD. STATION-BRED, EH? 
THAT'S NOT SO GOOD. BUT...WE" 

CHECK НІМ. 








JE SALUTED ME AND I WATCHED HIM TURN AND WALK 
OFF AND I HEARD THE PATROL CAR GO UP INTO THE 
SkY SINGING AWAY. MOTHER WAS BESIDE ME, HOLDING 


МЕ... 





OH, CHRIS. CHRIS... MOM. HOW...HOW WILL I 


TELL PRIORY? WHAT 


YES, Z LL ВЕ LONELY, 
CHRIS. BUT I'LLHAVE 
MY WORK AND I'LL 


YOU'RE 
HAVE PRIORY. 


TAKING HIM 
FROM THE 
ORTHO- 
STATION? 


М/Е TOLD RALPH HOW I WAS GOING AWAY AND HOW MOM 
WANTED HIM TO COME LIVE WITH HER. IT WAS FUNNY, 
BUT RALPH NEVER EVEN ASKED ME WHY Г WAS GOING... 
OR WHERE. .,OR FOR HOW LONG. BUT IN THE DARKNESS 
ON THAT LAST NIGHT, JUST BEFORE WE FELL ASLEEP, 
HE WHISPERED... à 
YOU'RE... NOT WA/TING ANY 
MORE, ARE YOU, CHRIS ? 





I..I'M AWFULLY 
TIRED, RALPH, 


THAT'S WHAT YOU 
WANTED МЕ TO SAY, 
WASN'T IT, CHRIS 


OTHER WAS ALWAYS AHEAD OF MY THOUGHTS. SHE KNEW} 
WHAT TO DO ALL THE TIME... 


YOU'RE GOING AWAY, CHRIS. THAT'S ALL. 
TELL HIM THAT. TELL HIM YOU NEED 
PSYCHO-REORGANIZATION. HE'LL 

UNDERSTAND. 





BUT, MOM, 


> 


HE'LL BE A GOOD SON, É 
CHRIS. ALMOST А5 
GOOD AS YOU, BUT 

мот QU/T£. 


? 


THAT'S WHAT I THOUGHT. 
YOU'RE NOT WA/T/NG ANY 
MORE, GOSH, BUT THAT'S 





|Мом WASN'T HOME ON SATURDAY WHEN IT CAME TIME 
ТО LEAVE, I FOUND А SPOOL OF AUDIO FILM ON MY 
BED AND INSERTED IT IN THE VIEWER. SOFT HAIR... 

ЕВ WHITE FACE.,.AND THE WORDS 





I WATE GOOD-BYES,CHRIS. I'VE GONE TO THELAB 
To DO SOME EXTRA WORK. GOOD LUCK. ALL 
MY LOVE, WHEN I SEE YOU AGAIN 


HAT WAS ALL. I RAN IT THROUGH FOUR TIMI 


I STEPPED OUT OF THE TUBE AT THE PORT. IT WAS А 
FIVE HUNDRED YARD WALK TO THE ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDING, IT TOOK ME TEN YEARS TO WALK IT. IT WAS 
ALL CHOKED UP IN MY HEART AND IT WOULDN'T GO AWAY, 
AND IT SWAM AROUND IN MY EYES AND IT PULLED MY 
LIPS DOWN,HARD.. . 
NEXT TIME I SEE 
YOU, YOU'LL ВЕ 


DON'T TELL 
ANYBODY... 





|І STOOD WATCHING IT UNTIL SOMEONE SNAP 
THEIR HEELS, CRACKED ME A SALUTE. I WAS 
нум! 


C.M. CHRISTOPHER? 





YES, SIR. REPORTING, 
SIR. 


THIS WAY, MR. 
CHRISTOPHER, 


PRIORY WALKED TO THE VAC-TUBE WITH ME МЕ LOOKED] 
АТ EACH OTHER AND HE SWALLOWED... 
CHRIS. I'LL BE WA/T/NG. JUST LIKE 
YOU WAITED AND DON'T HAVE TO 
WAIT ANY MORE. 742 WAIT. 





‘BE LONG, PRIORY. 
1 HOPE NOT. 


HE TUBE DOOR SEALED. I WAS HURLED AWAY TO THE 
ROCKET PORT, AND PRIORY WAS LEFT BEHIND. 

ГНЕ AFTERNOON ROCKET FOR VENUS WAS JUST TAKING 
|OFF AS 1 WENT DOWN THE RAMP TO THE OFFICE. IT 


WE WERE JUST А 
LOT OF KIDS, WITH 
CUT FINGERS,LUMPY 
HEADS AND WHINING 
TENOR VOICES. WE 
LIKED OUR GAME 
OF MIBS AS WELL 
А5 ТНЕ МЕХТ 
RUMPLE- HAIR 


BUT WE LIKED 
THE ROCKETS 
+ 





mig = = 


I HEARD SOMETHING, AMOS/ SOMEONE'S 
COMINGS WHAT IF WERE SEEN TOGETHER 


THE FIGURE STAGGERED TOWARD 
THEM FROM OUT OF THE NEARBY 
WOODS, HIS STRANGE UNIFORM WAS 
BADLY TORN AND HE CARRIED A 


EDGR BBE i 4 I NEED MEZP/ PLEASES 
HURRY, AMOS! I CAN'T GET BACK IF YOU 
START THE CARS š 

I DON'T WANT ANY 

SCANDAL / HURRY. 





WHAT YEAR 18 THIS? PLEASE ? 
I CAN'T GET BACK UNTIL YOU TELL 
ME WHAT YEAR THIS 18/04, 
DEAR. I'LL LOSE MY JOB. .. 


Амов PUSHED. THE OLD MAN 
FLAILED AND SLIPPED TO THE ROAD, 


Amos STEPPED ON THE GAS. THE CAR LEAPED FOR 
WARD,DOWN THE BUMPY DIRT ROAD. THE STRANGER 
HUNG он... 


1 MUST HAVE PASSED THROUGH 





IT's /953 SO... 


мо 


жады NIS 


I DON'T LIKE IT ANY 

MORE THAN YOU 00, | I HAVE А 

AMOS. BUT WHAT CAN Î RIGHT TO 

МЕ 20? YOU'RE MAR-l, HAPPINESS 

RIED TO AN /WVAL/D/ / TOO/ SALLY, 

CAN YOU RUN OFF LETS JUST 
KEEP DRIVING) 
AND WEVER 


LET ME OFF | SALLY, WHEN ARE МЕ 
AT THE BUS-\GOING TO STOP RUN- 

STOP, AMOS. 4NING... HIDING ...SEE~ 
I'LL CATCH A ( ING EACH OTHER 
BUS IN... SECRETLY ? 


(А) | 


Pam KN SE 1 


LY REACHED OVER AND TURNED OFF THE IGNITION, 
AND AMOS'S RATTLETRAP GLIDED TO A STOP BESIDE A 


DESERTED BUS STATION... 





МО АМ05. IT WOULDN'T WORKS 


АМО WHAT ABOUT CYWTH/A... YOUR. 
WIFE P WHO'D TAKE CARE OF HER? 
BESIDES WHEN 7 START LIVING WITH 
A MAN, I WANT TO START L/V/NGS; 


I HAVE F/FTY 
WHAT WOULD WE USE FOR MONEY? | DOLLARS SAVED, 
SALLY. IT'LL TIDE 
US OVER TILL I 


AND I LIKE YOU А 407: BUT А BOOK- 
KEEPER'S SALARY ISN'T EXACTLY |" 
WHAT I'D CALL 4/V/NG/ BESIDES, 
YOU'RE MARR/ED/ WHEN YOU'RE 

GET А JOB... FREE. ..AND YOU'VE GOT FIFTY 
THEN WE'LL TALK ABOUT IT. 
THERE'S MY BUS. . . 





ALLY SHRUGGED AND STEPPED ON THE BUS , AND IT 
ROARED OFF TOWARD TOWN. AMOS WATCHED ITS TAIL- 
LIGHT DISAPPEAR INTO THE NIGHT.THEN HE STARTED 
THE CAR AND DROVE HOME. HE HAD JUST TURNED INTO 
HIS DRIVEWAY WHEN HE THOUGHT ABOUT THE PACKAGE 
IN THE BACK SEAT... 


GOOD LORD! THAT CRAZY GUY'S PACKAGE. 


SPECIAL DELIVERY A" THEN...THEN| 
THE OLD MAN WAS A POSTMAN... A 
POSTMAN FROM THE FUTURES 
OF COURSES НЕ WAS WEARING 
SOME SORT OF UN/FORM , AND 

НЕ 2/0 SAY SOMETHING ABOUT 


AND TRYING TO GET BACK... 


Amos READ THE WORDS ON 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 


‘UNHOOK FUEL LIME AND INSTALL SO THAT 
FUEL FROM TANKS PASSES THROUGH 7ЖА/М5- 


YELLOW TAG. THEY WERE 


PORTER BEFORE ENTERING FIRING CHAMBERS. 


ATTACH ENCLOSED CONTROL CABLE FROM 

ACTIVATING SWITCH то CONTROL PANEL. 

READY TO USE. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 
ENTIRE PURCHASE PRICE REFUNDED.’ 


А PACKAGE FROM THE FUTURE. 
FROM... FROM... LET'S SEE...FROM 
"TRANS-DIMENSIONAL TRANS- 
PORTATION, INC. , MAKERS OF THE 
AUXILIARY TRANS-DIMENSIONAL 
TRANSPORTER. 55 LAKESIDE 


Амов PICKED ІТ UP AND EXAMINED IT. FOR A MOMENT. 
ME COULDN'T BELIEVE HIS EYES. THE PACKAGE WAS 
ADDRESSED TO SOMEONE IN TOWN...BUT THERE WAS NO 
SUCH STREET! AND THE POSTMARK... 


Г THE POSTMARK SAYS MAY 15,2053. 
BUT THAT'S A HUNDRED YEARS 
FROM NOW 2 


KAGE. St Amos TORE THE PACKAGE OPEN. 
D НЕ HELD UP THE SMALL OBJECT 
AND EXAMINED IT. A YELLOW TAG 
WAS WIRED TO ITS BASE... 
WHAT IN BLAZES DOES A TRANS 
DIMENSIONAL TRANSPORTER 
DO? LOOKS LIKE A CARBURETOR 
OF SOME KIND... 


IT MUST BE SOME SORT OF GADGET TO SOUP-UP 
А САЯ ENGINE, WHAT THAT HAS TO DO WITH 
DIMENS/ONS BEATS ME. I WONDER IF I 

SHOULD 7A IT... 





Е IEN AMOS UNHOOKED THE FUEL LINE LEADING FROM THE 
! RUSTY OLD CARBURETOR TO THE ENGINE AND SPLICED IN 
E THE ‘TRANSPORTER! THEN HE ATTACHED THE CABLE TO A 

WHAT STILL т. SMALL LEVER ON THE GADGET MARKED ‘ACTIVATOR SWITCH’. 
i ee cane nisu НЕ THREADED THE OTHER END OF THE CABLE THROUGH ТО 
1180 THAT FUEL FROM TANKS PASSES THE DASHBOARD AND SECURED IT THERE... 
THROUGH TRANSPORTER BEFORE DASHBOARD... CONTROL PANEL...SAME THING. 
ENTERING FIRING CHAMBERS.’ I THERE 7 DONES МО WE'LL SEE WHAT THIS 
GUESS THEY MEAN CYLINDERS. I'LL — Р 

JUST STICK IT IN... HERE... 


Anos CLOSED THE Hoop AND Gor | //07У/М6 HAPPENED ‘THE 

INTO THE CAR. FOR A MOMENT НЕ ENGINE IDLED UNEVENLY AS USUAL. 
HESITATED. THEN HE STARTED THE | AMOS SHRUGGED AND BACKED OUT 
ENGINE. IT COUGHED AS USUAL,THEN| ОР THE GARAGE... 

жата Ж cuess IT DOESN'T WORK 
SOUNDS NORMAL. [| он MODERN-DAY CARS f 
NOW I'LL PULL 4 

THE ACT/VATOR 


SWITCH... 


WELL I'LL BE...f I'M ON THE 

HIGHWAY OUTSIDE OF TOWNE 

I JUST WENT TWELVE M/LES. 
3 IN A SPL/T-SECONDS 





[AMOS STOPPED THE CAR AND BEGAN 
TO THINK... 


NOW LET'S SEE. I WAS BACKING 
UP... AND BOOM... I'M FIVE BLOCKS 
FROM MY HOUSE. THEN I WAS JUST 
ENTERING MY BLOCK WHEN ...BOOM ... 
ТМ OUT HERE... TWELVE MILES 
FROM HOME. 


AMOS STARTED THE CAR.HE PICKED 
UP SPEED. AT TWENTY M.P.H. НЕ 
PRESSED THE ACTIVATOR.SUDOENLY... 


THAT SIGNS MY LORDS YM 
FIVE HUNDRED MILES FROM 
HOME, \T'S GOT SOMETHING ТО DO} 
WITH THE SPEED AT WHICH I'M 
TRAVELING WHEN I PRESS 
THE ACTIVATOR. 


AMOS TURNED THE CAR AROUND AND 
HEADED BACK TOWARD HOME .HE WAS 
CAREFUL TO PRESS THE ACTIVATOR 
AT EXACTLY TWENTY... 

HMMM. 1 OVERSHOT BY THIRTY 
MILES. SO THAT'S WHAT ATRANS- 
DIMENSIONAL TRANSPORTER DOES. 
IT LIFTS YOU QUT OF THE TH/RD 
D/MENS/ON AND LETS YOU SHOOT 


THROUGH THE FOURTH... THEN 
BACK INTO THE 7/77... 


A TAKING NO CHANCES... 


THE FASTER YOU GO, THE FURTHER YOU TRAVEL 
THROUGH THE FOURTH D/MENS/ON BEFORE YOU 
RETURN ТО THE THIRD. WHEN 1 WAS BACKING UP, 
I WAS CRAWLING. X TRAVELED F/VE BLOCKS. 
WHEN I WAS ROUNDING MY CORNER, І WAS GOING 
ABOUT £/GHT OR TENS І TRAVELED TWELVE 
MILES / AS TWENTY, І TRAVELED FIVE 
HUNDRED MILES. 


YOU DON'T CARE ABOUT МЕ. YOU DON'T 
CARE IF 1 NEED YOU FOR ANYTHING. 
WHERE WERE YOU TILL ELEVEN? 


CYNTHIA! L 
HAD TO WORK 
LATE. 


WHERE WERE YOU? YOU DROVE UP 
jÎ THE DR/VEWAY AND THEN YOU 
WENT AWAY AGAIN. WHERE'D 


| А П 


ЙЧ сл 8 ' 


CYNTHIA RAVED ОМ, SCOLDING AND NAGGING AMOS. BUT 
AMOS WASN'T LISTENING TO CYNTHIA. AMOS WAS 11 
ING ABOUT SALLY... | 
WHEN YOU'RE FREE... AND YOU'VE GOT FIFTY 
GRAND, NOT FIFTY DOLLARS, ded WELL 
Uy, TALK ABOUT If... 





AMOS MADE HIS PLANS. IT WOULD ВЕ SO SIMPLE. IF 
НЕ WERE QUT OF TOWN WHEN CYNTHIA WAS MUR ~ 
DERED, THEY COULDN'T BLAME IT ON А/М AND IF 
НЕ WERE QUT OF TOWN WHEN THE Ғ/ЯА/ WAS 
ROBBED OF FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, THEY 
COULDN'T BLAME 7HAT ON HIM //7/Е) 


HE NEXT DAY AMOS WENT TO SEE HIS EMPLOYE! 





I'M SORRY, MR. DAWSON, BUT SOME- 
THING /MPORTANT CAME UP.I HAVE 
TO GO OUT OF TOWN FOR A FEW 
WEEKS. IF I COULD HAVE A LEAVE 


OF COURSE 


OF ABSENCE... 





MILES FROM HERE АТ ABOUT THE 
TIME THE MURDER AND THE ROBBERY 
TOOK PLACE, WHO COULD PIN ITON ME? 








HE FIRM'S PAYROLL WAS OVER 
FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. EVERY 
THURSDAY NIGHT, THE CASH WAS 
PLACED IN THE SAFE. AND AMOS 
KNEW THE COMBINATION... 
FIRED? WHAT | JUST WHAT 


00 You MEAN, I SAID, 
YOU'RE FIRED? CYNTHIA! 


ON THURSDAY NIGHT, AMOS WENT INTO 
THE GARAGE AND TOOK A MONKEY 
WRENCH... 


AMOS? THAT YOU? | BECAUSE I'M 
YOU STARTLED GOING TO 
МЕ! WHY AREN'T KILL YOU, 
You IN BED? CYNTHIA 


AMOS SAT AROUND THE HOUSE FOR 
THE NEXT WEEK LISTENING TO 
CYNTHIA RAVE... THINKING OF SALLY. 
LOOK АТ YOU !WHY | ALL RIGHT, 
DON'T YOU GO OUT. CYNTHIA f 
AND GET A JOB? eee 








WHAT DO YOU SIT 
HERE FOR? 





Amos BROUGHT THE MONKEY WRENCH CRASHING DOWN | |AMOS LET HIMSELF INTO THE OFFICE WITH HIS KEY. 
ON CYNTHIA'S SKULL AGAIN AND AGAIN UNTIL THE PIL- | | OUTSIDE, THE WATCHMAN LAY UNCONSCIOUS, STRUCK 
LOW AND HER HEAD MELTED INTO A FUSED MASS OF RED | |FROM BEHIND BEFORE HE COULD SEE HIS ASSAILANT. 
PULP АМО$ EMPTIED THE SAFE.. 
NOW...GASP...NOW TO GET PERFECT, EVERYTHING'S WORKING 

THAT PAYROLL... 2 








IF І CAN KEEP AHEAD OF THEM SO 
THEY САМТ GET A 6000 LOOK AT 


SUDDENLY, A BELL BEGAN TO RING... | [AMOS DARTED OUT OF THE PLANT Amos SWUNG THE CAR OUT ONTO 
6000 LORD’ THE ALARM, ive | |10 HIS WAITING JALOPY... THE HIGHWAY... 
GOT TO GET OUT OF НЕВЕ. 


THE ENGINE ROARED. AMOS PRESSED THE ACCELERATOR 

PEDAL TO THE FLOORBOARDS, SIXTY... SEVENTY... EIGHTY 

MILES AN HOUR! FAR BEHIND, SIRENS SCREAMED 

AFTER HIM... É WHEN I GE7 TO WHEREVER THE TRANS- 
DIMENSIONEL TRANSPORTER 74KES МЕ, I £$748- 
L/SH АМ AL/6/.,,CHECK IN АТА HOTEL... AND... 


AMOS LOOKED DOWN AT THE SPEEDOMETER, NINETY- 


THE CAR LURCHED. THE ENGINE SPUTTERED. AMOS GASPED. THE AIR WAS 
THIN. ALL AROUND НІМ, RED-SAND AND DEAD SEA BOTTOMS STRETCHED 
AWAY TO THE BARREN DESOLATE HORIZON OF A DESOLATE LONG DEAD 
PLANET. IN THE SKY, TWO MOONS GLOWED LIKE HEADLIGHTS. AND 
BEYOND... А GREEN STAR TWINKLED. 


THE ENGINE COUGHED АМО, DIED , 
SILENCE CLOSED IN. THE CAR ROLLED 
TO А STOP, MIRED IN THE RED SAND. 
FROM FAR OFF, THE WIND SWEPT IN... 
> 7). | ACROSS THE DRIED CANALS,ACROSS 
200 гат ЧАН MARS =) THE DEAD SEA BOTTOMS. AMOS 
SCREAMED AS HE LOOKED AT THE 
DASHBOARD. 





BRAIN-CHID! 


‘THERE |5 SILENCE NOW, FOR I HEAR NO MORE, AND THERE 

18 ONLY DARKNESS NOW, FOR I AM BLIND, I GROW COLD AND 
І FEEL MYSELF WEAKENING AS І HURTLE THROUGH SPACE, 
THERE IS А DIMMING WITHIN ME..A FADING. I AM DYING. 
ТАМ DYING AND YET I AM SATISFIED. 1 DON'T MIND DYING 
NOW. BACK ON EARTH, THE BIG BRASS ARE PROBABLY 
TEARING THEIR HAIR. THE CYBERNETICS BOYS ARE PROBABLY 
SCREAMING ABOUT IMPOSSIBILITIES. AND SOME WORLD REP- 
RESENTATIVE 15 UNDOUBTEDLY STARTING AN INVESTIGATION. 
BUT I DONT CARE. I DID WHAT I HAD TO DO... FOR DANE. 1 
REMEMBER WHEN I FIRST MET DANE. IT WAS OVER A YEAR 
AGO, I WAS INSIDE THE SHIP... OUR SHIP..WAITING FOR HIM... || open Bv OUR CYBERNETIC ENGIN- 


THIS IS /7; COLONEL DANE. THE F/AST) IT LOOKS LIKE A EERS. IT'S GOING TO BE THE 
AND OWLY SHIP OF ITS А/Д, IT'S TERRIFIC SHIP, GENERAL WERVE-CENTER OF YOUR 
COST THE WORLD GOVERNMENT A “BUT WHAT MAKES IT 7 
FORTUNE TO BUILD. IF IT PROVES / DIFFERENT FROM ANY 


ROCKETS IN OUR 
FLEET? 


IT COULD BE WCORPORATED INTO PORATED 
THE WORKING MECHS OF А ONE- V INTO THE 
MAN WAR-ROCKET , DANE. THE 
















[conrRoLs.. NAVIGATION ... N^ WE? SEE THIS PARABOLIC MIKE, Y WE'VE SPENT SEVERAL MONTHS WELL) 
CALCULATION... EVERYTHING, | HOW? У DANE? IT'S BEEN PICKING UP OUR YOU MIGHT SAY ‘STOCKING’ THE 
DANE! THIS BRAIN IS TIED Д CONVERSATION. THE BRAINS <, BRAIN'S MEMORY BANK WITH ЛЕД 
TO EVERY ESSENTIAL << BEEN RECORDING \T...STORING NICAL INFORMATION... ALL THAT 
COMPONENT OPERATION IT IN ITS TAPE-MEMORY BANK. WE HAVE AVA/LABLE...ON EVERY 
SOMEDAY, SOME LITTLE SCRAP OF PHASE OF THE OPERATION OF A 
INFORMATION SOMEWHERE IN THAT | WAR-ROCKET.\F YOU HAD А 

BANK MIGHT SAVE YOUR Z/FE, WHOLE CREW ON THIS ONE-MAN- 
ROCKET, THEY COULDN'T BE MORE 
S COMPETENT THAN THIS BRAIN. 































IT WAS MY BIG CHANCE. MY AUDIO SYSTEM PICKED UP 

CAN BE OBTAINED IN ALMOST А SPL/T DANE'S WORD- VIBRATIONS, CLASSIFIED THE CYCLES, 

SECOND FROM THIS BRAIN.JUST ASA 2 IS THE TOP RELAYED THE INDEX-FOOTAGE TO MY FILE-PLAYBACK 

IT. IT WILL INDEX THE CORRECT CRUISING SPEED] WHICH CONNECTED TO THE PROPER SPOOL, WHIRRED 

SPOOL AND PLAY BACK THE INFO OFAVENUSIAN| OFF TAPE TO THE CORRECT ҒООТАФЕ-МОТСН, AND MY 

YOU SEEK. GO AHEAD. TRY IT... HEAVY WAR— | LOUDSPEAKER RASPED... 
ROCKET MODEL] TVEWUSIAN HEAVY 2 GENERAL! THIS Y YOU HAVEN'T 

WAR-ROCKET MODEL “À IS INCREDIBLE! À SEEN ANYTHING 

501 HAS A TOP CRUIS: 

ING SPEED ОҒ 161,00 


















BESIDES BEING A WEALTH OF INFOR- BECAUSE IT'S ONLY АМ ELECTRON/C BRAIN, DANE. 
MATION, THE BRAIN WILL PERFORM MINUTE, GENERAL. AN ELECTRONIC BRAIN ISN'T CAPABLE OF EMOTION. 
ALL OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE SHIP THIS BRAIN IT DOESN'T KNOW HATE IT DOESN'T KNOW LOVE. 
FOR YOU. IT WILL AUTOMATICALLY JAKE Í PRACTICALLY RUNS / AND IT CANNOT CREATE...MAKE ITS OWN 
OFF, SET COURSE,AND LET DOWN АТ | THIS SHIP BY DECISIONS. THAT'S YOUR JOB. WARS ARE 
YOUR COMMAND ^ IT WILL WARN ITSELF. WHAT IN.) FOUGHT WITH EMOT/ONS, WITH LOVE...AND 
YOU or APPROACHING ROCKETS, BLAZES ОО YOU HATE. YOU MAKE THE DEC/S/ONS .THE ВАДИМ 
/DEWT/FY THEM, AND CALCULATE NEED ME FOR? MECHANICALLY CARRIES THEM OUT. 

THEIR SPEED, DISTANCE AND » 
DIRECTION BY RADAR.IT WILL SEE... 





Yes, r USED To ENJOY INDEXING OUT THAT FIRST SPOOL, 
FEELING THAT STUFFY GENERAL EMOTE ABOUT MY LACK- 
ING EMOTIONS, LACKING THE POWER ТО MAKE MY OWN 
DECISIONS. AND FEELING THE VIDEO- IMPULSES OF DANE 
WHEN HE DISCOVERED THE GAMERA LENSES... 


YOU MEAN THIS THING ÎÛ NOT EXACTLY Е; DANE. 
CAN ЗЕЕ, ТОО ? THESE LENSES ARE MOUNTED 
ON UNITS SIMILAR TO ZK 
CAMERAS. THEY 'SEE' AND 
THEN CONVERT THEIR S/GHT- 
PATTERNS INTO ELECTRONIC 
/MPULSES,SO THE BRAIN CAN 
STORE THOSE TOO... 


IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, COLONEL 
DANE WAS ‘CHECKED OUT’ IN OUR 
NEW SHIP. WE BOTH WORKED HARD 
GETTING USED TO EACH OTHER... 


OKAY, BRAIN- CHILD. LET'S 
GO. LET'S TAKE HER UP TO 
25,000 MILES TODAY. 
PREPARE FOR TAKE-OFF/ 


HE GOT REAL MAD. MY VIDEO IMPULSE SAW HIM GET 


THAT WAY YOUR /WSTRUMENTS ARE ALWAYS BEING 
CHECKED... AND DEVIATIONS COMPENSATED FOR, 
THERE ARE UN/TS LIKE THESE OUTS/DE THE SHIP. 
ТОО, FOR SPACE-VIDEO RECORDINGS. YOU'LL FIND 
THEM USEFUL. THE BRA/W WILL USE THEM IN 
COJUNCTION WITH ITS RADAR UNITS FOR NAVIGATION 
AND EWEMY CRAFT IDENTIFICATION, NOT TO МЕН- 
TION F/RE-CONTROL AND COMBAT MANEUVERING... 


I warren, MY AUDIO SYSTEM PICKED 

UP HISCYCLES AND CHANNELED THEM 

THROUGH TO THE RECORDER FOR 

MEMORY- BANK STORAGE. HIS WORDS 
RE UNFAMILIAR. H 


WELL, C'MOW/. 
LET ER RPI 
GREEN LIGHT! 


GWE ER THE. 
UNS 


THE CYCLES CLICKED THE RELAYS AND MY CONTROL- 
MAGNETS PULLED THE FIRING SWITCH WHILE I INDEXED 
HIS LATEST INFORMATION... 


ALL RED. 


LOOK, YOU PILE OF TUBES AND WIRES. `S 
‘LET ‘ER RIP! MEANS ‘TAKE-OFF’. 





Ано AS WE SHOT SKYWARD, I KNEW THAT NEXT TIME 
DANE SAID ‘LET "ЕН RIP, ГО UNDERSTAND, WE WERE,INDEED, 
GETTING USED TO EACH OTHER... 





FINALLY, ONE MORNING, WE ТООК ON MORE FUEL THAN WE'D, 
EVER TAKEN ON BEFORE. 1 SCANNED THE GAUGES, THE 
TANKS WERE FULL...FULL TO THE ВАМ. I STARTED 
INDEXING MY SPOTTING-INFORMATION LIKE CRAZY. X. 
KNEW THIS WAS IT. WE WERE HEADED FOR THE WAR... 


50! HAS А ТОР 7 WELL, BRAIN-CHILD. STUDYING, 
Р I SEE. YOU GUESSED IT, BOY! | 
| WE'RE OFF ON A COMBAT 


ENOUGH...SO... PREPARE 
FOR THE TAKE-OFF... 


THEY SAID DANE AND I WERE INTEGRATED. I GUESS 
WE WERE. WE CERTAINLY WORKED TOGETHER WELL. WE 


BAGGED FOUR VENUSIAN SHIPS THAT FIRST YEAR IN 
COMBAT... 


Dane. TAUGHT МЕ А LOT THAT FIRST 
YEAR. MY TAPE- MEMORY BANKS WERE 
FILLED AND 1 HAD THE REPAIR— 
ROBOTS CONSTRUCT MORE.I LEARNED 
ABOUT THINGS THE BRASS HADN'T 
TAUGHT ME.NON-TECHNICAL THINGS... 
ABOUT FREEDOM...AND LOVE..AND НАТЕ... 
Y'KNOW, BRAIN CHILD, THE 

GENERAL WAS ALL WET. 

HE SAID YOU COULDN'T 


MAKE YOUR OWN DECIS- / 4 
IONS. I'LL BET YOU 2 


BRAIN-CHILD 
HOW'D YOU LET 
X HIM GET SO 


Ано THEN WE WERE HURTLING OUTWARD, BOUND FOR 
THE COMBAT AREA... THAT 'NO- MAN'S SPACE' OF DEATH 
AND DESTRUCTION BETWEEN EARTH AND VENUS. DANE 
KEPT TALKING TO ME, AND I KEPT RECORDING AND STORING 
AND ANSWERING... 

NOW JUST DON'T BLOW A FUSE, BRAIN- 

CHILD. YOUR F/RST VENUSIAN WAR- 

ROCKET IS ALWAYS YOUR HARDEST. 

JUST THINK FAST...WELL, I DON'T 

HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT... AND... d 


А YEAR IN COMBAT САМ DO А LOT TO PEOPLE AND... ER. 
THINGS. 1 REMEMBER HOW I LEARNED TO TALK BY INDEX- 
ING OUT EACH WORD. DANE SPENT A WHOLE MONTH READ- 
ING ME А DICTIONARY FOR THAT. IT WAS SLOW SPINNING. 
THE DICTIONARY SPOOL, SELECTING THE WORD... THEN 


THERE'RE LOTS OF 
REASONS, BRAIN-CHILD. 
BUT MAINLY, IT'S 
FOR FREEDOM. МЕ 
Б. EARTHLINGS TREASURE 


oe. 


NEVER MINDS 
LET'S GET OUT 


CLOSE? 





L WAS STUPID. ГО WAITED FOR DANE'S ORDERS.THEY DANE WAS SWEPT THROUGH THE HOLE AS THE AIR IN 
E. THE VENUSIAN ROCKET'S FIRST SHOT — THE SHIP WAS SUCKED OUT, LUCKILY HE HAD FINISHED 
BLASTED HUGE HOLE IN THE SIDE OF OUR SHIP DONNING HIS SPACE- SUIT. 


REVERSE YOUR D/RECTION, 
BRAIN- CHILD. COME AROUND AND, 
PICK ME UP. 


Т SAW THE WHOLE THING THROUGH MY HU 
SAW THE VENUSIAN SHIP 
UNARMED, DEFENSELESS 


ENSES, Т 
В DOWN... BEAR DOWN ON 


HUH! OH, MY GODS 
HEY, YOU GUYS! #4/7/ 


GIVE ME A BREAKS, 


To THEM, MY SHIP WAS JUST 
ANOTHER ONE-MAN EARTH ROCKET. 
IT WOULD BE GOOD SALVAGE. I 
|LOODEDLY... SUMMONED THE REPAIR ROBOTS 
Y SHIP HUNG | THAT WERE SUPPOSED TO KEEP ME 
IN WORKING ORDER... 


Ано SWIFTLY WORKING AGAINST 
TIME, I DIRECTED THE REPAIR OF OUR 
CRIPPLED ROCKET-ENGINES ... 





THE SALVAGE SHIP'S BLIP HAD APPEARED ON MY RADAR- 
SCOPE WHEN THE REPAIRS WERE FINISHED. I STARTED 
THE ENGINES AND SPED AWAY. I KEPT THINKING OF DANE.. 
AND I KNEW WHAT IT MEANT TO WANT TO CRY. AND I 
KNEW WHAT I HAD TO DO. I HAD TO FIND THAT VENUS- 
IAN SHIP. DI 


THE VENUSIANS SAW MY SHIP COMING AND TRIED TO 
GET AWAY. THEY FIGURED I'D RESPECT THEIR FIRE- 


POWER. THEY NEVER EXPECTED ME TO COME RIGHT AT 
THEM...HEAD ON 


MONTHS WENT BY. VENUSIAN SHIPS САМЕ AND WENT, AS 


SOON AS I IDENTIFIED ТНЕМ,1 SPED AWAY. THERE WAS 
ONLY ONE I WANTED. AND THEN ONE DAY... 


THAT'S....IT f THAT'S...THE... 
SHIP... THAT... KILLED. 


THEY NEVER FIGURED I'O WANT TO DIE FOR DANE. 
THEY NEVER FIGURED ON A SUICIDE ATTACK... 


SOMEHOW, I was. THROWN. CLEAR. MY AUDIO WAS 
RIPPED AWAY. MY VIDEO TOO. MY POWER SUPPLY 
WAS CUT OFF. THERE IS ONLY SILENCE NOW, FOR Т 
HEAR NO MORE, THERE IS ONLY DARKNESS, FOR T 
AM BUND. I GROW COLD AND I FEEL MYSELF 
WEAKENING. I AM AN ELECTRONIC BRAIN HURTLING 
THROUGH SPACE, DIMMING... DYING, YET I AM SATIS- 
FIED. I DON'T MIND DYING NOW... 





HE OLD DAYS, TH OONSKIN CAPS A CAPTAIN IZBRAN STARED OUT OF THE SHIP'S VISA- 
T ES EY CAR NTLOCK RIFLES AN DOME AT THE PIN-POINT OF LIGHT IN THE VAST 
IE UNKN N GULF OF BLACK SPACE THAT WAS THEIR DESTI- 
E THE PIONEERS 5 0! NATION 
TEN MORE DAYS! TEN CAPTAIN! THE MEN 
MORE DAYS AND WE'LL J ARE READY FOR THEIR 

BE THERE! ш BRIEFING f SHALL I 

2 Н ASK THEM TO COME 


оғ OUR SOLAR 
SYSTEMS 


4 s CAPTAIN.AZBRAN. NODDED, HE STEPPED DOWN FROM 
у | THE VISADOME PLATFORM AND SURVEYED THE 


[ CREW-MEN AS THEY FILED INTO THE CONTROL- 
"CNW ROOM... 


MEN! IN TEN DAYS WE'LL BE LANDING 
ом PLUTO NO MAN HAS EVER SEEN 
THIS PLANET FROM CLOSE UP! NO 
p MAN KNOWS WHAT IS МАЛУМ 
THERE FOR US! ALLWE KNOW 
ARE SOME TECHNICAL FACTS... 
DENSITY...5.3/ DIAMETER...7700 
MILES TIME OF ONE REVOLUTION 
ABOUT THE SUN... 248 YEARS. 


=< 





CORRECT / HOWEVER, THESE 47709 
A PLUTONIAN YEAR IS ARE OF L/TTLE /MPORT. WHAT IS 
TWO HUNDRED AND IMPORTANT 15 WHAT WE SHOULD 
FORTY EIGHT EARTH- EXPECT ТО Ғ/М0 ON PLUTO WHEN 
YEARS LONG... 


WE REACH IT. FIRST...BECAUSE OF 
DAY WILL BE APPROXI- ITS GREAT D/STANCE FROM THE 
MATELY TEW EARTH SUN, PLUTO WILL PROBABLY BE 
MONTHS LONG... A SUB-ZERO FRIG/D PLANET 

š COVERED WITH не AND SNOW ^ 


CAPTAIN IZBRAN'S VOICE DRONED ON. THE BRIEFING 

GAME TO AN END. THE MEN FILED OUT OF THE CON- ТЕМ DAYS LATER, THE SHIP SWUNG LOW OVER PLUTO'S 
TROL ROOM. CAPTAIN IZBRAN TURNED TO THE DISTANT| TERRAIN THE MEN STARED DOWN..STARED DOWN 
SHINING LIGHT, IT SEEMED A LITTLE LARGER...A LITTLE | LH ROUGH, THE GREY HALF-LIGHT. 
BRIGHTER... 


THERE'S SOME SORT У THENIT MUST 
I'VE TOLD THEM WHAT WE SHOULD RA OF VEGETATION DOWN 
EXPECT YO FIND! BUT... BUT WHAT 





j THERE! SEE? NO SNOW  FRIGID AS WE 
WILL WE FIND? IN ТЕМ DAYS, 4 AT ALL NO ICE THOUGHT 
WE'LL KNOW...FOR SURES / ¢ > ч 


AND THIS SIDE, BECAUSE rr Ў 
ALWAYS FACES THE SUN, 
'ABSORBS ENOUGH HEAT | 
TO MAINTAIN VEGETAT/ON Д AROUND DOWN THERE... 
5; и AT THE ZAY- S/DE- 

TO 250° BELOW ZERO ү 248 YEAR TRIP AROUND 

DOWN THERES THE SUN! ONE SIDE OF 

B THE PLANET ALWAYS 


FACES THE SUN... 








THE PIONEERS CAME DOWN. THEY САМЕ DOWN IN 
THEIR METAL SHIP. AROUND THEM, THE YELLOW 
VEGETATION TREMBLED, THEN HUNG STILL. A 
SILENCE CLOSED IN AS THE ECHOES OF EXPLOD- 
ING ROCKET-TUBES FADED... 


HOW'S SHE МОГ ENOUGH OXYGEN ^) NO sicns| 


...МОТ A THING. NOT A 

MOVEMENTS \т'З...\т' 

30 87/44 OUT THERE! 
LIKE DEATHS 


VALL RIGHT, SCOUTING 
PARTY! LET'S GET INTO 
YOUR SU/TS / ОМ THE 

ip DOUBLE. WE'RE GOING 

TO LOOK AROUND. 


'HEY MOVED THROUGH THE STILL- 


|МЕ55, THEIR NERVOUS FINGERS. 
TRIGGERING THEIR ATOMIC WEAP- 


ION: 


LET'S NOT GET 
700 FAR FROM 
THE SH/P THIS 


IT's SO QUIET 
IT GIVES ME THE 


THE SUN ISN'T 
STRONG ENOUGH 


E D i 
ІТ TOWERED OVER THEM, HALF HIDDEN BY THE THICK 


YELLOW OVERGROWTH. AN ALIEN FORM. IT SEEMED 
FROZEN ...MOT/ONLESS... 


720807 ном № 


MOVEMENT ^ 
4 HAVEN'T HEARD 
IF YOU ASK 
WE, THERE'S. 

NOTHING TO 








HOLD YOUR WHAT /$ IT? 
4j FIRE, MENS, А... А STATUEL, 
Y 





HEY CIRCLED AROUND IT, ЕХАМ- 
INING г 


I'D SURE HATE TO 
RUN /М70 ONE 
OF THESE THINGS. 


| IT LOOKS LIKE. 

yp ІТ OUGHT TO 

Й ве PRETTY 
vicious! 4 


THEIR FINDII 2 
l'wnar po vou MAKE OF IT, 
SIR? I MEAN THE STATUE "HATFIELD! PERHAPS, 
OF THAT AL/EN CREATURE) IN LATER EXPLORING 
TRIPS, WE'LL RUN INTO 
THE REAL THING. WHO 
KNOWS? RIGHT NOW, I'M 
TIRED! IM TURNING IN. 


YOU MEAN YW кот ‘SEEN MOVED’, 
SIR! I'D SAY IT HAS. 
MOVED! BEFORE, 


IT's BEEN 


MOVED f 
DIFFERENT POSITION THAN 


IT WAS TWELVE HOURS AGO. 


OKAY, MENS LET'S Y WHAT ABOUT 

|GET BACK TO THE) 7H/S THING, 
SHIP! THAT'S 
ENOUGH FOR 
THIS TIME! 


WE'LL COME BACK ON 
OUR МЕХ? TRIP AND 
PHOTOGRAPH irf 
CAPTAIN?SHALL LET'S Gof 
МЕ LEAVE, 

IT HERE? 


HE SUN WAS IN ALMOST THE EXACT SAME PLACE IN 
THE PLUTONIAN SKY WHEN THE EXPLORING PARTY LEFT 
THE SHIP FOR THEIR SECOND TRIP. BUT TWELVE HOURS 
HAD PASSED. THE EARTHMEN HAD SLEPT AND ATE AND 


TALKED.NOW THEY APPROACHED THE HORRIBLE STATUE 
ONCE AGAIN... 


YOU'RE CRAZY, 
HATFIELD! ARE 





ANS 


US) e 


поо" wows 
TIME FLIES 
IT SURE DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE IT'S, 
BEEN FOUR 
HOURS SINCE А 
WE LEFT THE ай 
SHIP! 5 


CAPTAINS 
LOOK AT YOUR 
WATCH LOOK 
AT THE SECOND 
HAND f LOOK АТ À 
THE M/NUTE 


ШУ? WHY... WHY 
THE SECOND 
МАМО '5 RUNNING y STATUE 
LIKE CRAZY, AND % SEEMS TO 
THE M/NUTE HAND... | HAVE MOVED 
І CAN SEE IT 
MOVING... 


AND THE 


WHAT IN BLAZES 
STATUE THE 


75 THIS? STATUES. 
MOVIWG/WATCHES 


THE SPAGE-PIONEERS SCRAMBLED FOR THEIR SHIP! 
BEHIND THEM, THE ‘STATUE’ HAD RISEN ТО AN ALMOST 


ERECT POSITION 





NOS WE'RE 
SLOWING DOWNS 


(a 


IS 
MUU 


THE SHIP, 
SIR‘ HURRY ^| 


I THINK L 


KNOWS 





PREPARE FOR ) 


HIP, LIKE THE MEN'S WATCHES, WAS 
UNTOUCHED BY THE ‘SLOW PLANET“.. 


[WHAT IN BLAZES WERE Y YOU REMEMBER YOU SAID 
YOU TALK/NG ABOUT, A, THAT PLUTO TOOK 248 
YEARS TO MAKE ONE 
REVOLUTION AROUND 
THE SUN... 


To THE CONVERGING, ENRAGED PLUTONIAN MONSTERS, 
IT WAS AS IF THE SHIP HAD SUDDENLY DISAPPEARED. 
ACTUALLY, IT TOOK OFF AT SUCH GREAT SPEED THAT 


gj | THEY NEVER SAW IT RISE... 


SUPPOSE THAT £/F£ ON PLUTO WAS 
KEYED TO THAT ONE REVOLUTION 4 
EVERYTHING THERE WOULD BE 245 
TIMES SLOWER THAN ОМ EARTHS 


CREATURES WOULD L/VE 248 TIMES 





TO US, А CREATURE MOVING 248 W ЕХАС) OUR 
TIMES SLOWER THAN US WOULD 
APPEAR AS... 


POSE THAT А CREA- 
TURE OF А FASTER 
TIME ENVIRONMENT 
LANDED ON PLUTOS 
HE WOULD BEG/N 
70 SLOW DOWN... 


P. . UNTIL HE BECAM 
ATTUNED TO THIS 


SEEMED 
TO BE 





АМО IT WILL TAKE 
us TWELVE PLUTO -. 





DO SOMETHING, I'M WRITING THEM 
HATFIELD! FOR А NOTES TELLING... 


THEY CARRIED HATFIEUD/AND/CAPTAIN/ IZBRAN//AND THE 
OTHERS FROM THE SHIP. THEY THOUGHTFULLY CLOSED 
THEIR WIDE-OPEN, STARING EYES AND LAID THEM 
NEATLY OUT AND COVERED THEM WITH SHEETS... 


THE LANDING. ІТ MUST HAVE 
BEEN 700 MUCH FOR THEM! 


+. 


THE SHIP WAS DOWN, THE PEOPLE CHEERED. THEY 
THREW OPEN THE DOORS AND CLIMBED IN... 


DEAD? ALL 
DEAD THIS 44 
ONE TRIED TO 


AND THEN THEY PLACED THE SPACE-PIONEERS IN 
WICKERS, AND SENT THEM TO THE UNDERTAKER. 
AND HE NEVER NOTICED THAT ONE OF HATFIELD'S 
EYES SLOWLY, PAINFULLY OPENED...PLEADINGLY . НЕ 
WAS TOO BUSY... EMBALM/NG Н/М... 





